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WHAT IS CITY READS?

Imagine sharing a book with your
neighbour, with your hairdresser,
with your bus driver, and your
friends. The one book for one city
idea brings readers together.

1n 2005, along with seven other
cities, Brighton & Hove was chosen
to take part in Penguin Books’
7Oth anniversary celebrations, and
encouraged the whole community
to delve into Lewis Carroll's Alice’s
Adventures in Wonderland.

After lagt year's huge success, City
Reads looks set to become Brighton
& Hove's annual collective read,
‘and this year we invite you to check
‘into Hotel World by Ali 8mith.

Who is it for?

City Reads is for everyone: whether
you're an occeasional reader, &
confirmed bibliophile or a serial book
group hound. It doesn’t matter what

you do, where you live or what you read:

City Reads ig about opening up the
world of words and ideas to everyone.

How does it work?

It couldn’t be simpler. The idea s to
get the whole city reading Ali Smith's
Hotel World between now and the
closing event on 8 May at this year's
Brighton Festival. There will be special
events, workshops, chat forums,
reading groups, and book crossings
focusing on Hotel World. All you need
0 do to get involved g pick up a copy
fram your local library, bookshop or
bock drop point and start reading,

register on your room a
Book Release
Throughout the reading per
copies of Hotel World will by

and laundret.t,es, on buses

in parks and playg‘xmmds.
free on www.boak ;
receive alerts when a eopy 8

Book groups

If you're part of a book grou
like to set ong up, the City 1it
gervice can arrange for you
a ser, of Hotel World books 1o ‘
Contact the Reader Developrnent
librarian on 01273 206932, or e-mall:
libraries@brighton-hove.govuk.

Visit the Lounge Barforagnmpeeaf E:
& book group in action on page 15.
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Registration

About Ali Smith

Thank you for taking the time to complete the registration form.
Please leave any valuables including major awards, literary prizes
and film tie-in options in the hotel safe.

Name: AlL Smith

Born: (nwgrness, 1962,
Current address: Cambridge
Profession: Award-winning nvelist and shart story writer.

Previous professions: T¢acher

First book: Free Lave and Other Sturies (195¢)

Awards: Won the Salture Swctety Scottish Fust Bok of the Year
Award. and a Scottish Arts Council Award.

First novel: Like (159572), Publushed tv great critial acclaum

follawed by a second collectim. of shart stories, Other Stories and

Other Sturies (1999).

Second novel: Hotel World (2001) _

Awards: Won the Encore Award, a Seettush Arts Coancil Book. Award
and, the iangural Ceottish Arts Council Bk of the Near Award. Al
shertlisted. fur buth the Orange Prize for Fiction and. the Bosker Prize
for Fictun. Followed by The Whale Stary and. Other Staries (2003).
Third novel: The Accidental (2004)

Awards: Beat Salman Rushdie, Nick Hurndy and. Chrustapher Welson
7 Win the 2007 Whithread Novel Award.

Extracurricular activities: A rggular coneribuser tv The Guardian,
The Scotsman and the Tumes Literary Supplement.

e wwwc1tyreadsco uk :
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CHECK-IN

About the Book
Hotel World by Ali Smith

Shortlisted for the Booker Prize 2001
Shortlisted for the Orange Prize for Fiction 2001
Winner of the Arts Foundation Award 2001
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ROOM SERVICE - Reading Hints

Hint 1. Mind the gaps

MINIBAR mini facts

Jeanette Winterson, Jackie Kay,
Jonathan Safran Foer, Kate
Atkinson, Joyce Carol Oates =rid
Maggie O'Farrell are all self-
many great novels Hotel World confegsed All 8mith addicts.

www.cityreads.co.uk

ROOM SERVICE - Reading Hints

Hint 2. Time bends

MINIBAR mini facts

Al Smith’s favourite reads Include:
Collected Stories, by Cirace Paley

A Scots Qualir, by Lewis Grassic Gibbon
Wise Children, by Angela Carter

The Summer Book, by Tove Jansson
Black Gold of the Sun, by Elkow Eshurn
Digging the Dirt, 1y -'ennifzr Wallace




ROOM SERVICE - Reading Hints

Hint 3. Making connections

MINIBAR mini facts

Al Smith’s favourite I-pod
moments include Dusty Springfield,
8 Club 7, Saint Etienne, Ivie
Anderson and Kirsty MacColl.

www.cityreads.co.uk

ROOM SERVICE - Reading Hints

Hint 4. Mind your language




ROOM SERVICE - Reading Hints

Hint 5. Identity Parade

Hotel World is &l

www.cityreads.co.uk

MINIBAR mini facts

Ou can Wace Al Smith'’s

language from James Joyee srid
Virginia Woolf 10 William Faulkner
and William Carlos Williams.

-

ROOM SERVICE - Reading Hints

Hint 6. The voices, the voices...

Top Ten Books with Multiple Narrators

1 AsILayDymg Wﬂlia.mFamkner
ead 1 1 do tell ta in this

rican modernism.
2. The Poisonwood Bible,
Barba.megsolver

Familial ngo nightn
multi-veiced rurmoble 11 ths \]"::ut'_' 3

3. Trumpet, Jackie Kay

omupellines

6. The Collector, John Fowles
A chilling tale of obsession
and powerplay: first from the

phive.

7. Falling Angels, Tracy Chevalier

8. Hey Nostradamus,
Douglas Coupland

lefying head-trip voiced thr

e ages and acrose continent
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Biographical Baggage
and Blind Alleys
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be tempting totry to p

in down Ali
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Or her teaching?
experiences? Her relatio
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Her childhood

nships?

Ali Smith holds little truck with
these sorts of inquiry. For her, such
biographical detective work can only
d down literary cul-de-sacs. The

secret to the writing isin the writing,

As she explains in an interview
in The Big [ssue from 2006:
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HOTEL WORLD EXCURSIONS

The Hotel World Guided Walk
Did you kniow that the Metropole
4e)0! 1~x-' in TS Eliot’s The

'.j”}-’ Ort at T* K \Ig,\‘v’wi

lea at one « f‘vh—f. e

Fri 21 April, 2.30pm.

(Duration approx 1.5 hrs)

Tickets £B (includes refreshments)
Tickets must be purchased in advance
8 are J.UI.L.[& =d. Available from

11z 01R73 294071

BBC Radio 4 Book Club
Want to zn»:m Al Smith and te
about Hotel World on BBC Radio

k Club programme? All you
need 18 1o have read the book and

ome armed with questions.

FREE TICKETS

and complimentary glass of wine.
Recording Thursday 6 April, 6pm
Jubilee Library, Brighton.

10 apply visit: www.bbe.co.uk/bookelub
I'=1: Katy 0207 765 3202

o email katy.thompson@bbe.co.uk
Writing Workshop
Alison MacLeod

Jity Reads is about reading, but it

ig also & celebration of innovative
and Inventive writing. This epecial
workshop, run h’:v Canadian-born
novelist and creati

teacher Alison N Lmur d provides
ical advice and inspiration
for writers of all levels.

pract

Alison MacLeod is the author of
two hig i . The

Changelir 1e recently

Store at Jubilee Library.

published The Wave Theory of Angels
(2008). Her short fletion has app C
in a variety of literary magazins
including Prospect and I
May Al{ s

zine. Alison teaches on the MA
in Creative Writing at University of
Chichester and lives in Brighton.

Tues 28 April, 2-5pm,

Tickets £10, Jubilee Library

Tickets available from Booklover
Store at Jubilee Library.

Or telephone 01273 294071

Ali Smith at Brighton Festival

plus Jackie Kay and Francine Stock
In a fitting finale to this eitywide

& ation of Ali Smith's Hotel

World ,mo i

\nd L! 3861 11*1 (e I l BC Radio

u'{.'u POZranne }“I:;uu”;“

0S8L
¢ nd inventive stylists.
Chs um_d by David Kendall.

Thurs 9 May, 7.30pm. Tickets £7
Pavilion Theatre, Brighton Dome
Box office 01273 709709

Online Book Group

Join our special City Reads online
book group, which will be discussing
Hortel World in the company of
All Smith overthe next few weeks
See wwwoltyreads co.uk for

further deta

!‘reebies !




LOUNGE BAR

Quiet please: book group in session General comments
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On the craft of writing:
A.8, ‘Tt is hard to a.n:‘de ‘v.\"rrat‘ you do
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the story first. Lt
what it will do. And
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On being nominated for prizes:

A.8. [Getting shortl d 1' or the Booker
Prize] meant a lot of book sales, and

le at my publigher be muLv
to me. It meant g rige 1:1
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On advice received:

A.8. ‘Eat carrots for re-hydration,
and Powerbars, as they're full

of fbre’
ALWOO
‘Hxcell

= from Margaret
being on the road.
advice. I follow it.’

Advice from Joyee Carol Oates:
‘Ali, when you are sixty, and a
young admiring goed-looking
man in his twenties cames to your
door carrying ies of all your
oks and p ging admiration
u do, don’t let him in’?’

On advice to young writers:
A.8. ‘The book comes firgt. And, just
write it. As James Jaoyee said, “In the

writing, the good things will come.”

whatever 3
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6 Lost Boy Lost Girl, Pet.er Stra.ub

chil I.—.'
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Other Stories
and Other
Stories

‘hese stories
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unnoticed in relationships over time.

Full Bibliography

Free Love and Other Stories
Virago, 1995

Scottish Love Stories
(contributor), Polygon, 18858
Like

Virago, 1997

Wild Ways: New Stories About Women
on the Road

(contributor), Sc epire,
Other St.orles and Other Stories,

Grants, 19¢

Brilliant Careers: 100 Years of
Women’s Fiction

Hotel World

Hamish Hamilton, 2001

Pretext Volume 5
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For more information on this
project contact:

Sarah Hutchings
Ciny Reads Praject Manager
Email: mall@sarabhutchings.couk

City Reads Steering Committee is:

Literature Associats, Brighton Festival
Sarah Hutchings

Freslance Literature Promoter

Abigail Thomas

Aceess & Audience Development Mansgsr,
Royal Pavillon, Librares and Mugewns,
Brighton & Hove City Council

Joanne

Libranan, Reader Development,

Royal Pavilion, Libraries and Museumas,
Brighton & Hove Clty Counedl

David Kendall
Freelance Reading Promoter

Max Crisfield
Freelance Copywrlter and Arts Marketing

Brighton & Hove
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