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t1 love Alice's innocence and her
discovery of & world that goesn't existe
4 truly

It is rascinating and scary an
surrealistic, the sense that everything
that you can open your

is possible,
and invent & new world."
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BUT WHAT DOES
T ALL MEAN?
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Lewis Carroll's literary offspring has
spawned unexpected influences and unholy
liaisons that range from the sublime to the
suitably nonsensical. Try this on for size:

« Writers directly influenced by Alice's
adventures include Nabokov, TS Eliot,
Virginia Woolf, James Joyce, WH
Auden, Jack Kerouac and Will Self.

- An original Star Trek episode
features the Enterprise crew in an
otherworldly encounter with Alice
and an oversized white rabbit.

» There are over 100 film adaptations of
Alice in Wonderland from early silent

excursions to 21st-century re-imaginings.

ZADIT SMITH

- Cary Grant once played the Mock Turtle
to WC Field's Humpty Dumpty.

« Alice has been used to advertise television
sets, Fender Stratocaster guitars, grape jelly,
Ford motor cars, fridges and loft insulation.

« Ravi Shankar composed the
soundtrack to Jonathan Miller's post-
Freudian 60s film classic with Peter
Sellers, Sir John Gielgud et al.

« Ginger Rogers, Jane Asher, SirJohn
Gielgud and Willie Rushton have all
recorded audio versions of Alice.

« Meryl Streep once played Alice, Humpty
Dumpty and the White Queen in Alice at

« Living in Neon Dreams, the eagerly
awaited postmodern reawakening of
Alice’s adventures will star the crown
prince of darkness, Marilyn Manson.

the Palace, a little-known stage production.

« The Hobbit - JRR Tolkien (Lots of furry
creatures in and out of their burrows.)

« The Underground Man - Mick
Jackson (Concerns a strange man
who likes to build tunnels.)

« Holes - Louis Sachar (Less on
tunnels but lots of digging.)

- Journey to the Centre of the Earth - Jules
Verne (Stars big tunnelling machine.)

« Time Machine - HG Wells (The
Morlock complexion is not a good
advert for life underground.)

= The Wind-up Bird Chronicle - Haruki
Murakami (OK this one has a well, not
a tunnel, but in Japanese fiction where
there's a well there will be weird things.)

« Montmorency - Eleanor Updale
(Victorian sewer adventure.)

« Veniss Underground - Jeff Vandermeer
(Strange subterranean dystopia
with sinister meerkats.)

« Neverwhere - Neil Gaiman (Strange
tales of a London Underground
peopled by monsters.)

« Tunnel Visions: Journeys of an Underground
Philosopher — Christopher Ross (Does
exactly what it says on the tin.)
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