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The Report
In January 2017 it was announced that Fizzlebert Stump the Boy Who Ran Away from the Circus and
Joined the Library by A F Harrold had been chosen as the 'big read' for Young City Reads 2017
(YCR). This report is designed to document and evaluate the project and detail any thoughts for
development and improvement for future years.

Partners and Sponsors
Major Partner: Brighton Festival
In addition to commissioning YCR 2017, the project was supported throughout by Brighton Festival’s
Creative Learning and Marketing departments. Brighton Festival also hosted the final schools event
with A F Harrold and Sarah Horne during Brighton Festival 2017 at Brighton Dome Concert Hall.
Brighton & Hove Libraries
As well as hosting two World Book Day launch workshops, Brighton & Hove Libraries offered themed
library visits for schools and supported the project through reciprocal marketing.

“

Publishers: Bloomsbury
The publishers of Fizzlebert Stump provided Collected Works with professionally branded marketing
materials including: posters, stickers, bookmarks and pop-up banners. In addition they provided 100
free copies of the book, which were distributed to schools where need was greatest.
Young City Reads is a brilliant initiative run by a creative, passionate and highly organised team. It
was incredible to see so many children engage with Fizzlebert Stump during the lead up to the event
at Brighton Dome. Best of all was chatting to some of the 1100 children who attended the event and
seeing how excited they were to meet Ashley and Sarah – and discover more about Fizzlebert‘s
adventures.

”

Lizz Skelly, Publicity Manager, Bloomsbury Children's Books
Book Nook, Hove
Book Nook were the official bookseller at the final event at Brighton Festival and offered schools a
20% discount on class sets of the book (which included free delivery).
Boho Gelato, Brighton
Local ice-cream vendor Seb Cole kindly created us our own fundraising flavour 'Fizz Bang Wallop' –
named by a book blogger via a Twitter competition we ran. The flavour raised £920 for the project
whilst on sale from March to May 2017. This money will be spent on books and workshops for
schools in more deprived parts of the city during next year's YCR.
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Background and Context
Award winning organisation Collected Works CIC (CW) has over 12 years experience in running
shared reading projects in the community (both large and small scale). Its work has received acclaim
from many high profile members of the local community including: Caroline Lucas MP, former Mayor
of Brighton (Councillor Bill Randall), Lisa Rodrigues CEO of Sussex Partnership Foundation Trust and
Louise Zahra (lead co-ordinator on Every Child a Reader at Brighton & Hove City Council).
In 2013 Collected Works CIC (CW) delivered the first ever ‘big read’ for children in Brighton & Hove
called Young City Reads (YCR). This hugely successful pilot project ran during Brighton Festival and
was led by guest artistic director and former children’s laureate, Michael Rosen, who praised the
scheme for for its ‘inventiveness and simplicity’ in its approach to encouraging children and young
people to read for pleasure.
Since then CW has been commissioned by Brighton Festival to deliver the Young City Reads project
annually and also to take over management of the Festival's own Adopt an Author scheme.
Together, with the Festival’s children's literature programme '26 Letters' these two initiatives make
up Brighton Festival's impressive children's reading offer.

What is Young City Reads?
Young City Reads is a ‘big read’ for primary
school children (Key Stage 2) in which one
book, by one author is chosen to read
together then: discuss, debate and creatively
engage with. YCR supports primary school
children across Brighton & Hove with their
reading, offering special help and support for
emergent readers and children from
disadvantaged backgrounds. YCR produces
free resources, drama workshops and fun
events based around children's books to help
young readers discover the joy of reading for
pleasure. Its aim is to make reading a fun
activity for all children regardless of ability.
74 classes signed up to take part in YCR 2017
from 42 schools across Brighton & Hove and
Worthing. This year’s chosen book was Fizzlebert
Stump The Boy Who Ran Away from the Circus
and Joined the Library by A F Harrold.
The project launched on World Book Day (2 March 2017) with two drama workshops at Jubilee and
Whitehawk libraries, led by local actor Tom Dussek. These were delivered to targeted ECaR*
schools St Bartholomew's Primary (Year 4) and City Academy Whitehawk (Year 3).
*ECaR (Every Child a Reader) is a literacy programme for the lowest achieving children. CW worked closely with
Brighton & Hove’s ECaR Leader, Louise Zahra to identify schools that needed targeted support from the YCR team.
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Project Aims
Young City Reads aims to:

“

• foster a love of reading in primary aged children through shared exploration of a story
• enthuse and inspire reluctant readers by increasing accessibility to a text
• inspire young readers to explore a story's themes further and engage them beyond basic literacy
• increase confidence by supporting the development of skills
• help children discover the joy of ‘reading for pleasure’

We loved participating in Young City Reads in previous years and so I knew that it would be really
well resourced and would be a great literary adventure to have with the class

”

Class Teacher, Goldstone Primary

Author and Book for 2017
A F Harrold is a poet and children’s novelist. He has been Poet-In-Residence at Cheltenham
Literature Festival (2010) and has had his work on BBC Radio 4, Radio 3 and BBC7. He is the owner
of many books, a handful of hats, a few good ideas and one beard. Fizzlebert Stump The Boy Who
Ran Away from the Circus (and Joined the Library) is Book one of five in the Fizzlebert Series.
ABOUT Fizzlebert Stump
A story of a boy, a book, some very bad people, some very brave
deeds, and the importance of rubber teeth for lions...
Fizzlebert Stump lives in a traveling circus. But although he gets to
hang around with acrobats, play the fool with clowns, and put his
head in a lion's mouth every night, he's the only kid there - and he's
bored. But then Fizz decides to join a library, and life suddenly gets
a lot more exciting, when a simple library card application leads to
him being kidnapped by a pair of crazed pensioners! Will he ever
see the circus again?

“

It is hugely inspiring to know a whole generation of young people around Brighton and Hove have
been reading our book and engaging creatively with it. To see glimpses of the work they’ve made as
the project went along, on Twitter and elsewhere, was a wonder. And then to be able come down
and put on a bit of a show and to scribble in people’s books – to allow them to put a face and beard
and voice to the words and a face and voice to the pictures, was a real honour. Honoured and
humbled, that’s what Young City Reads makes an author, an awed by the amount of work put in by
Vicky and the team, and by the kids.
A F Harrold, Young City Reads 2017 author

”
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The Launch – World Book Day
On World Book Day (2 March 2017) partner organisation Brighton & Hove Libraries worked with us to
host free workshops for two local ECaR primary classes: Year 4 from St Bartholomew's Primary and
Year 3 from City Academy Whitehawk.
Pupils met local actor Tom Dussek who led a drama workshop that introduced the story's themes
whilst in character as Dr Surprise from the book. The group explored the idea of mind-reading, solving
riddles to complete a library treasure hunt and helping Dr Surprise find his birthday present!

Quite simply the visit enthused the pupils to read more. I've noticed that pupils that already read
a fair amount prior to the visit are now reading a great amount and those that rarely read for
pleasure do so on a very regular basis. I firmly believe that reading is the foundation to success in
all areas of the curriculum (and their subsequent lives). About 7 kids joined the library and had
not been there before, and one boy who rarely read and always seemed to start a new book
every other day has completed his first book as a result of the visit.
Class Teacher, St Bartholomew's Primary

”
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Weekly Emails and Resources
Following an initial ‘Welcome' email which contained a fully comprehensive Fizzlebert Reader’s
Guide (written by Collected Works and designed by the publisher) 10 free weekly emails were sent
to participating classes (those that had registered and completed an opening evaluation) between
the launch on World Book Day and the final schools event at on 22 May.

“

Each bulletin contained a free downloadable resource teachers could print out and share with their
class and points for discussion, jokes and interesting facts inspired by the plot.

The resources were brilliant as ever!
Class Teacher, Carlton Hill Primary

Great activities that are fun and a collective way to read.
Class Teacher, Queens Park Primary

We found the resources to be a fun addition to the book, and allowed further engagement.
I thought they were very professionally produced, and offered a variety of different tasks.
Class Teacher, St Andrew's Prep School
Always fantastic. The tasks are easily adaptable for all year groups.
Class Teacher, Saltdean Primary

6
1
6

”

children participating with a low
literacy level – that's one third*

*As defined by teachers. Of one group of 50 children involved in YCR all 50 had lower literacy levels
than the average. The average number of children with low literacy per class was 6.
6

Arts Award Discover - Pilot
Thanks to investment funding from Artswork, we were able to offer
three participating classes the opportunity to achieve their Arts
Award Discover through participation in YCR. We ensured that by
reading the book, the weekly emails, completing some of the
resources and attending the event would mean that children met
the Discover criteria as outlined. We then employed a designer to
create YCR branded log books for the children to use as scrap
books for the project, the copy and content of which was written by
the project manager who is an accredited Arts Award adviser.
We offered a free trial of this Arts Award 'add-on' to 61
participating pupils from Queens Park Primary, all of whom
achieved Discover certification and their work was exhibited at
Jubilee Library throughout June and July. A separate and detailed
evaluation of this element will be created for Artswork.
The books were great and the children really loved working in them during any available free time.
I allowed them to be independent and they had complete ownership of what they did in the book.
YCR really got the children involved with reading as a communal
event rather than the more solitary activity that it can often be.

”

Jason Lees, Class Teacher, Queens Park Primary
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Competition
We received over 200 entries from 8 participating schools to this year's competition, in which we
asked pupils to come up with a brilliantly bonkers idea for a book. The prize for this drawing and
writing competition, which we titled Fictional Fiction, was kindly gifted by Fizzlebert illustrator
Sarah Horne – a one off drawing by her, created specially for the winner's classroom.

First prize (judged by A F and Sarah) went to Brady Smith (above left) at Coombe Road Primary
for his book design The Magic Pig, and the runner up was Mohammed El Bashir (above right)
from Queens Park Primary with How to Cook Sea Monster. All of the entries were scanned and
shown at the beginning of our Brighton Festival event on the big screen. Children were really
excited to see their work reproduced on this scale and it provided interest while they waited for
the event to begin.

8

The Event – 22 May, 1.30pm, Brighton Dome Concert Hall
Our closing celebratory event was held at Brighton Dome Concert Hall on Tuesday 22 May as part
of Brighton Festival. 1,064 participating children and teachers were in attendance. The event lasted
for 1 hour and consisted of an audience with A F Harrold and live drawing from Fizzlebert illustrator
Sarah Horne. This was followed by a book signing in The Founder's Room with around 500 pupils.

“

The illustrator was great and the author was wonderfully barmy. The children liked the chance to
ask questions.
Class Teacher, St Peters Primary

Great that there are early bird tickets - makes it affordable for everyone!
Class Teacher, Coombe Road Primary

My pupils thoroughly enjoyed it!

The event was great fun - the children were inspired to see a real author and illustrator.
We really enjoyed the event and AF Harrold was hilariously random!
Class Teacher, Goldstone Primary
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Project Impact and Feedback
Feedback
Ongoing teacher loyalty and our place in the school calendar

“

The children had enjoyed it immensely before and the activities and
support with the book is amazing!
We loved participating in Young City Reads in previous years and so I knew that it would
be really well resourced and would be a great literary adventure to have with the class
We take part in it every year and children always enjoy it.
Flexibility of use
I think it's a brilliant project and signed up (as school librarian) on behalf of a group of 18 Year 7's
who had been identified as struggling readers, and who were engaged in individual 121 weekly
reading with a member of staff.
Always fantastic. The tasks are easily adaptable for all year groups.
Inspiring a love of literacy through shared reading
We really enjoyed discussing the exciting vocabulary
that AF Harold used in the book and wrote up
exciting words in the classroom.

OVER

80%

of children
plan to read
the next book
in the series

I really enjoyed the shared across other schools in the
city aspect of the project.
Wonderful project, it was incredible to be part of it. There were children engaging in reading, and
laughing along with the story, who I have never seen read independently before.
Class Teacher, St Andrew's Prep School

”
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Class Visits
The YCR team visited 6 schools during the course of the project, for around 30-40 minutes, to
check in with them and their teachers and collect some mid-point evaluation data, as well as get
some lovely pictures of them working on the project! For the first time this year (as far as we know)
teachers really brought the project into other areas of the curriculum, making cross-subject links
with the book, and this was evident in the wall displays and the work we saw.
It's really nice to read the book
together because we can talk about
what's happened with each other
Year 5 Pupil, St Bart's Primary

Miss, can I draw a picture of Fizz at
home on the weekend and bring it
in on Monday?
Year 4 Pupil, St Paul's Primary

”

Chris Riddell announced as Patron of Young City Reads
It was announced on Mon 21 May 2017 that
author, illustrator and Children's Laureate
2015-17 Chris Riddell would be the first patron
of Young City Reads.
Chris, who lives in Brighton, was appointed as
patron to highlight and support the
organisation’s commitment to enriching young
lives through shared reading. He is one of the
most regarded authors and illustrators of his
generation, particularly known for his witty,
atmospheric and evocative illustrations, he is
also a great advocate of the educational
importance in reading for pleasure and a
champion of libraries, particularly in primary
schools.
I'm proud to be a patron of Young City Reads which energises children throughout the city each
year, creating new, engaged readers who discover the transformative power of reading for
pleasure.
Chris Riddell, Young City Reads Patron

”
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Conclusion and lessons learned
We've had another very successful year in terms of engagement, reach and project feedback. Our
partnerships are now very well established and we have an excellent team of staff with a range of skills
and experience. We've successfully branched out into West Sussex with 4 new Worthing schools
participating and we hope to build on these links next year, whilst also recruiting classes in other parts
of the county. The book choice was popular again and feedback on the event from both teachers and
children was very positive.
Statistics and feedback on the emails show that we still have some way to go in ensuring teachers are
able to stay on top of communications, and that they have simple and quick ways to share their class's
progress with us.
We will be holding a series of 'away days' as a team in Summer 2017 to look at the data and feedback
and develop the project for 2018. These will focus on communications, fundraising and marketing.
I would make more effort to engage with this next time and communicate with the organisers re:
what we are doing in my school - send pics etc.
Class Teacher

Suggested additions for 2018

”

Event Time - Following feedback from teachers we will reconsider the time of the event, in liaison
with Brighton Festival.
Resources – We will approach an education consultant to help us review the resources.
Buses – We will look approach funders regarding the schools furthest outside of the city who want
to attend the event but cannot afford the travel costs.
Arts Award – We will offer this more widely as an add-on following the success of this year's pilot.

More information
To find out more about Young City Reads or Collected Works CIC please contact:
Sarah Hutchings (Artistic Director)
sarah@collectedworks.co.uk
Vicky Tremain (Project Manager)
vicky@cityreads.co.uk

CITYREADS.CO.UK

Thankyou to our funders

Report designed by Vicky Tremain, Collected Works CIC, June 2017
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